This iS BILK Nr. 7*r^ lor September 1997- BILK is publlshed bi- 
monthiy by Ulrich Naqin, AuqustaBtr. öb, 76437 Hastatt,, Üermany- 
bubscr X p13.on is 15 DM ior Europe and 2ü DM lor the^ rest o.t the- 
World. Send b£ink notes, nol: cheques. 

BEHEMÜTH 

• Loch Ness siqhtinqs; Here is a IxBtxna o± recE=-nt cases, some 

already covered Irom ditlerent sources xn prevxous Bilks: '>*■ Lin 16 
June 1996, at Foyers, Kate Munro and 16 others saw a wake <Fortean 
Timers lüi^ p- 18; INFÜ Journal 77* p. 43) * in mxd-Auqust. 1996, at 
Invermoriston, Craiq Kerr spotted a lonq neck wxth a small head 
and took a photo, the source lor this, however, xs ''News ol the 
World” ( Fortean Times lül, p- 18) ^ Also xn mid-Auaust. 1996, near 

Dores, Austin He^pburn took six colour photos ol some movement in 
the water and possibly oi two black humps (Fortean limes lül, p- 
18) ^ At the end of August 1996, opposlte Invermorxston, ian Fln- 

iayson vidaoed a "large snake~like” creature- I can't see any- 
thing, not even the assumed wave, in the stamp siz:ed pix that F i 
prints (Fortean Times lül* p. 18) ^ At the e-nd ot Augu.st 1996, 
dose to Invermor ist on, Frank Wilson and two ot.her witnesses saw a 
3Ü-40 ft obJect with a "flipper”- boiry* but the photo does show 
nothing but a boat wake, I riave doz.en of slrftilar shots xn rny 
Collection. Without the photo, the story sounds convxncing, once 
you've seen the pj.cture, xt is easily soived. How many classxc 
sxqhtings wouid meet the same late if the wxtnesses had taken pho¬ 
tos? (Fortean Times lUI* p. 18; Bournemouth Advertiser 19 Septem¬ 
ber 1996* reprinted in Trottmann's Loch Ness Newsclipping Service 
3: 1) * ln the first hal.t of 1997, according to the "Gflicxal Loch 

Ness Monster Fan Club", there have been six sightinqs oi the mons- 
ter. ( Inverness Courier, 24 June 1997, reprl.nted in Trottmann's 
Loch Ness Newsclipping service 3: 2) ♦ Un 1‘ebruary 16, 1997, tou- 

rist Dave bhieids and farnily saw, off Foyers, an oblect "11 ke? a 
jet-ski wxth a white bow wave" (Inverness Courier 18 Febi’uary 
1997, i^eprxnted in LNHS 3:1; ün 21 March 1997, a South Airxcan 
tourist observed two humps (inverness Courier, 24 June 199/, re¬ 
printed in Trottmann's Loch Hess Newsclipping service 3: 2) « Ün 

22 March 1997, a local man saw and ph#tographed "a large dark 
object” in Urqu.hart Bay (Inverness Courier, 24 June 1997, reprin¬ 
ted in Trottmann's Loch Ness Newsclipping service 3: 2) * On 15 

April 1997 a Skye vornan saw "something in the water near Foyers" 
(Inverness Courier, 24 June 1997, x'eprxnted xn Trottnuinn's Loch 
Ness Newsclipping service 3: 2) ♦ Ün 21. June 1997 Kirk Wolf Inger, 

whiie shooting a documentary about Nessie* saw (but dxd not füm) 

a dark object in the water off Strone, Drumnadrochit. (Inverness 
Courier, 24 June 1997, reprinted in Trottmann"s Loch Ness News- 
clipping service 3: 2) 

• Nessie expeditions: * Information on two proposed searches for 
the monster, see INFO Journal 77, p. 43 * According to the "Sun" 

(1 July 1997), Scottish fortean Malcolm Robinson send film direc" 
tor Steven Spieiberg a proposal for identifying Nessie. It works 
when small spheres with tlny darts are "nailed" to Nessie's hide 

(she is to be lured by fish paste). Steven Spieiberg is said to 
consider thew plan, however, this could all be jjust a stunt for 
"The Lost World”, (c:redit: Andreas Trottmann) 

• Nessie trivia: ln a ietter from April 11, 1997 , A. Trottmann 

told me o.t a pub "Loch Ness" in Swiss Freiburg. He also send me an 
internet page, ht tp ://www, aiv. et h'Z. ch / naiv / lochness. nt m, about a 
Student's pub with the name "Loch Ness Club", 

• Rastatt; In Bilk 76 1 briefly noted the case of the Rastatt cro- 
Godile. Now something similar happened on July 25, 1997* when se- 
verai Rastatt citizens reporteä to the police that they had seen 
"a crocodile" in the city. Police found a 1.4in/4ft llzard in a 
bush. It was an ernanciated iguana, and no-onc? knows where it came 
from. (RAZ, 31 July 1997* p. 4) 

o Bibliography : Monsters in Lake Tianchi, China ( 1NF"Ü Journal 


77^ p. 43) 60 ±t, Messie--iike^ er€?atur€? observeci near Howiek, 

Matal, South by Bob Teeny around Januax'y 1396 (iNl'O 

Journal 77, p. 43) *■ Monster in Rock Lake, Wisconsin, in Frank 

Joseph's ”lhe Lost Fyramids o± Kock Lake'^ (Bälde Press 1992, p, ö9 
- 95) *■ The TV docurnentary ” Rätselhatte Unqeheuer^L ZDlT 25 May 

1997^, c*vered Loch Mess and Lake Charn pl ain ^ Ün dinosaur and hurnan 
coexistence: Francoxs de Sar're in Chat 1 enge(Berlin), special 
volume i, pp, 81-88; 91~93 

9 Lake Van, Turkey: You ax‘e pardoned xn case you believe that Bilk 
is actually done by Andreas Trottmann but he sends so rnuch mate¬ 
rial of interest and 1 am very thankful tor this. In this case, he 
send me a disc o± a tilm allegedly taken o± the Lake Van monster, 
Turkey (as discussed in previous Bxlks). According to a CNN World 
Mews page on the^ interne*! frorn June 12, 1997, a bad quality ama- 

teur picture” had beeri taken ol the monster, ”The subject (xb) an 
Obsession tox' the ZB-vear-old Unc^l Ko 2 :ak, a Van Unxversity tea- 
ching assistant who has been talking to eye witnesses since the 
first sightings. < Alleged by the C^4N these were two years ago, 
readers of Bilk know better) Stationing himself at spots where 
most of the sightings were^ reporte^d, Kosak says he saw and tilmed 
the , . , monster on three occasions, Ko 2 :ak also wrote a book on the 
creature, including drawings of the monster based on the descrip- 
tions of sorne 1, ÜÜO witnesses. He says the creature is about 15 
mG-trG*s long. . * - The pictures have be^en sent to Cambridge Üniver'- 
sity for examxnatxon, and Jacques Uousto^au . . , xs expected to vi- 
sit and examine* the lake”. As Lousteau died a few weeks ago, we 
have to hope the Cambridge guys find out mox-'e. CHM says thcit 
iocais are divided between the opinion that the monster exists and 
the belief it is a hoax. Andreas comments: ”lt xs a iasexnating 
footage, but 1 have my doubts ab#ut if*. The film looks too pro** 
fessional for an amateur filmmaker. me, the visi-ble objects 

look rather like parts of a dinosaur out of an adventure movie,^ T 
have only one still, it shows a head and eye, Is the whole aifaxr 
possibiy related, as Andreas muses, to the Publicity about Spiel - 
berg " s nev/ oevre? 


J SIS 

• BibIxography: Francois de Sarre: ^'Were aquatic pre-humanB the 
first vertebrates to entei" the fand?” in* ^’The CF‘Z YearbookT' 1997, 
p. 142-156. 


KKAKLM 

• Bibliography : ♦ Le Bete”, a two-part mini seriea based on Peter 

Benchley's giant squid novel "The Bea.st ”, was shown on French TV 
<Fi‘'ance 2) on February 17 and 24, 199'/. (Credit: Francois de 

Sarre) Francois de Sarre also wrote an article on mysterious 
fish <C.rypto:zoologia 7 (3): 3-6; 8 (3): 3“B> in which he mentionB 

sightings of a giant squid oif Monaco and Nice, France, which 
frightened two anglers in the 1950s. 1 think 1 had that report 

from a different source when 1 published an article on giant 
cephalopods ln the Mediteri‘'anean some years ago in "Pursult". 

LEVIATHAN 

• Loch Mevis, Scotland: This :Ls one item that could also well be 

undei“ USO. Accordxng to a "Sun" report (June 19, 1997) reprinted 

by Andreas Trottmann in "Loch Mess Hewsciipping Service" voi. 3, 

Mo, 2 (Les F^retresses, 1586 Vallamand VD, Switzeriand), Microlight 

flier Hamish Smith and his: passenger Fr Michael Hutson spotted an 

"unidentified fioating object" in Loch Nevis. They were at an al- 
titude of 3CJ00 ft when they saw somethxng like *• a sanken boat", 

ISO ft long and of roughly cigar shape wxth a blue edge. Smith 
took a picture (Just a white sti'eak in the water) and told poixce 
because it could also have been a crashed plane, Minxstry of De¬ 
fense divers searched the region a,od concJ.uded it was Just rocks. 
"The next day", said Smith, ”there was nothing there. It must have 


been moved^’* He aileqedly had to turn his photos over to the nui.> 
(so where does the in tbe paper corne fi'orn? ) and Ihe ’’'Sun'’ 

assurnes '’they may have unwittingly spotted sornething ±ar more si¬ 
nister” than just rocks. Let' s see hov/ this deveiops* Fi-om the 
photo, sorne simple expianation such as a water disturbance appears 
just as iikeiy, and 1 do not iike conspiracy theories. Anyway, I 
beiieve Loch Hevxs is way o±i the usuai routes oi nuclear subma¬ 
rines which have their base^ at the Clv'de. Ün the other liand, the 
whole Loch Hourn/Loch Nevis area was a hotbed of siea serpent acti- 
vity Id^orn the 1B7ÜS to the 1 h5Üs, and one of the inlets there xs 
even called Loch na Beaste* 

• Rhode Island, USA: The remaxns oi a stränge marine creatui''e was 
caught by Block Island fisherman Lee Scott in June iSSb. The 
carcass was 11. t) it long and consisted of the head and about SS 
cartilage vertebrae. Theories for its identity inciuded a large 
sturgeon (this was the opinion of biologist Lisa Natanson of the 
National Marine Fishei-'ies Laboratory)^ a deep-water eel or shark. 
The discription is very brief^ but 1 think a decomposed shark 
would fit nicely. (INFO Joui'nal 77, p. 40) 

• Caddy 1: In "Rätselhafte Ungeheuer”, a ZDF TV channel dQcum€»n- 
tary by Mascha Jirsa on erypto^zoology, was screened on May 20^ 

1097, a witness of Laddy, a iisherman narne.‘d Richard Smith, was 
interviewed. He saw Caddy off Vancouver Island, British Columbia, 
presumabiy quiet recently. Sorne oi the intex-'viev/ was overdubbed, 
so 1 render the Fnglish pai'ts and (in brackets) the parts only 
audible in German: ”lt appeared to this side oi the Bay. (1 turned 
the boat because we saw a trernendous movement in the weiter. As v/e 
approached, it went below the suriace,) whatever it was. So 1 
moved (the boat to the spot) and stopped. And it came up (again): 
two big humps moving together like this. That‘s all we saw, no 
head, no tail, (only two humps Ixke car tyres) with a creet and 
big scales. (it moved) very smooth, very last, i'he body was niovxna 
very fast in the water (but the humps moved only very slowly,) if 
you know what I mean. 1 think we might (have seen it ±or) iive 
seconds (but very closely, about 10 feet away ) and my iriend said 
to rne stralght away: *What is it?' (1 saxd : 'i don't knov?' and my 
fried said 'Why do you stee^'- so dose to it?')” Is this anothei“' of 
the sea serpeni.s which move iike caterpi 1 iar b? 

• Caddy 2: In Juiy 1996, Peter Gage of Gaanichton saw Caddy while 
on the Mill Bay car ferry. Caddy was blue-gray, 18 xnch<eB thick 
and a foot out of water. There were two additional witnesses. 

(INFO Journal 77, p.44/45) Caddy is still the most active sea 
serpent, but as at Loch Ness, most sightings are pretty incon- 
clusive. 

• Bibliography: * Promotion review of Ellis in "Buch Aktuell”, 

Spring 1997, p. iü6 * Prancois de Sarre on "Mysterieux Poxssons" 
in "Gry pt ozoo logia", Do*cember 1996 and January 1997, covering 
unknown coelacanths, qiant white sharks, megamouth, sea sex'pent 
sightings in the Medltex^ranean, giant .squids, Le Se-x'rec's sea 
serpent and monstrous eeis. 

CHYPTÜZÜOLÜGY 

« Yeti: Italiari mountaxneer Reinhoid Messner madc? headlines seve- 
ral years ago when he clairned he had ßo>en a yeti. Although 1 have 
quite a nuniber of ciips on that, they ax'e highly contradictory, 
and bis books refer to the^ xncident only vagueiy. Messner now told 
the Austrian news magazine "News" alter returning from his recent 
expedition to Pakistan: "I have found the yeti. We stood eye to 
eye.” Messner is not wxiling to reveal details right now, we'il 
have to wait for another two years when he will publxsh a book on 
yetis. However, this much can already be told: "The yeti is about 
2.2m/7 ft tall, has a bright für, it is nocturnal and eats yaks." 
The yeti is only aggressive when attacked. Messne-^r has seen three 
yetis (on one occasion or on three seperate ones is unciear), and 
he is convinced "that there are still about iOOO yetis". Messner 


has taken a very ciear and sharp photo ol one o.t them. (Badisches 
Taqbiatt, Badische Neue Hachi’'ichten. Süddeutsche Zeituncu all 2d 
July 1997) 

BOOK REVIEW 

• Frank Joseph: Atlantis in Wisconsin (iSBN 1 -bSüOSO-12"Q, Gaide 
Press, PÜ Bo>: 46Ü, Lakeville NN 59044, ÜSA^ s 34.99), This books 
on the ”hidderi pyraTT^ids'^ ol Rock Lake in Wisconsin has rjiuch ian- 
tasy and includes to prove a highiy Bpecusilat ive inter pretat i on ol 
histioi''y with the words oi psychics anbd mach E*>:t rapoi a tion Irom 
iittie evidence, Therer may be subsuriace structures thE-re, but 
rewriting American history and having Europeans and Atianteans 
mine coppei" the re seeins to be going a bit too far lor ( ii 

there had large-scaie European contact bexore Columbus, we"d have 
to expect simiiar Indian rnass deaths Irom introduced axseases as 
happend in the 16th Century, yet there is no evidence ior thls, de 
facto disproving all simiiar Claims)* There are annoyingly rnany 
errors, such as cailing the German Atlantis x'esearcher Jürgen 
Spanuth Spannrnuth (p, 199) or Spannuth (p. 200); the Swiss who 

identifies Atlantis with Troy is called Bernard Zangerer (p. 29) 

and Eberhard Zangerer later (p* 199), his Lrue name is E. Zangger; 

Tir-nan 'og is translated as ”Land beneath the sea” (p. 53) in- 
stead of ”Land of Youth”; The word ’^scabe*' is used lor Naya cere- 
moniai roads ( p, 127; the cori^ect terrn is ”sacbe”) etc, ‘Ihis makes 
one wonder how much you can reiy on the other inlormatron qdven in 
the bock, even exciuding that i-'etrieved hy psychometi"y, Yet rnany 
forteana ol Interest lor us can also be found : sea sei’pent ti''adi“ 
tions of Wisconsin (p, 11); Rock Lake lake monster (p* 75f); sub- 

merged eitles in Europe, America and Japan (the long expialned 
aileged stone circies in Loch Ness; the lamoue wooden Settlements 
under Swiss and a cofnplete c:i ty aliegedly discovered heiow 

Scottish ”Loch Hess^ (sic!), probably oniy a distorted accouni of 
the crannog thex^e); subsuriace lake booms in Rock Lake (p, 104- 
105); and a ” d i sappear i ng stone'* that can be seen over the walers 
of Rock Lake from time to time <p. 145, an exarnpie of Lehn " s mi- 

rage?), J‘he most interestinq thing is that the ailc^ged prehistoi^ic 
py r amids under Roch La kbel'ia ve- 1 i,ke a 1 aice rnonster ; v; 1 .1 nesses nad 
only a short glimpse of them, they can “ t be photographed (cEimera 
shutter's reluse to werk, as at Loch Ness) and they vanish while- 
undei- Observation < keing hidden by algae, siil or viBibility gets 
worse)* Allhough the lake* is full of pyramids < up to Ib structureH 
in thls tiny pond), ther^e are oniy fuz^iy and iriconclusive photos 
and some sonar traces. Whiie it is very ]ir^oblematlc to see the 
book as a serious study of a most lascinating cialro, large 

nurnber of forteana it contains and the paraiieis to the sirnliar 
quest at Loch Ness (where, however, the target is moving) makes 
for a good read, There are simiiar rnechanisins at work, 

DlKüSAURS 

The lost wox^ld is approaching, and so are dlnosaur news, A *’sen- 
sationai discovery^^ WeiS made by palaeontoiogists in ti\e south ol 
Argentinia. They lound the skull, two moiars and a 3.5m part of 
the vertebral column of a giant dino who died 90 miliion years 
ago. The expedition's ieader Irom the University of Patagonia told 
the press the lind "’questioned all prevrous theoi-'xes” as the spi- 
nai column included fossiiised muscles, (Südde^utsche Zeitung, 11 
Apx'ii 97, p. 10) One wouid like to know what exactiy xs questio- 
ned, but newspapers think tiieir readers are iiiiterate and js^ave 
it at hintB. The ^Badische Neueste Nachi"ichterk' (14 June 97, p. 

12) reported that US-scientists have found the skeieton of a ty- 
rannosauris rex that died ca, 85 miliion years ago xn the east of 
Nontana, Nary Schweitzer, University of Montana, saxd that traces 
of blood have been lound on the bones* However, no genete*c mate¬ 
rial has been preserved, so no Jurassic Park so far. 


